Publication Date: Wednesday, August 12, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Department of Public Safety, Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 16-227 C.M.R. Ch. 4, Academy Program Entrance Standard compliance with Department of Health and Human Services Center for Disease Control Post-Secondary School Immunization Rule
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P182
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposed new rule for the Department of Public Safety, Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees creates supplementary entrance standards for certain Academy courses requiring students to provide immunization records for measles, mumps, rubella, and tetanus as entrance requirements in compliance with requirements of post-secondary schools pursuant to the State of Maine Post-Secondary School Immunization Rule in accordance with 20-A M.R.S. § 6359 and 10-144 CMR, Chapter 262.  Students in the following courses will be required to comply with this supplementary entrance standard:  Basic Law Enforcement Training Program (BLETP), Basic Corrections Training Program (BCTP), Juvenile Basic Corrections Training Program (JBCTP), and the Basic Probation and Parole Training Program (BPPTP).    
PUBLIC HEARING: Friday, September 4, 2026 at 9:00 am at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy,  Brian MacMaster Board Room, Room B120, 15 Oak Grove Road, Vassalboro, ME  04989 
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, September 14, 2026 at 11:59 pm
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Director Lincoln E. Ryder
Maine Criminal Justice Academy, 15 Oak Grove Road, Vassalboro, ME  04989
Office 207-877-8008
FAX 207-877-8027
TTY None
Email:  lincoln.e.ryder@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Same
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any):  Likely fiscal impact for the affected agencies (municipal, county, and state) will include staff time to collect the required records and the cost of vaccination and / or testing to confirm immunity required under 10-144 CMR, Chapter 262.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 25 M.R.S. §§ 2803-A(2), (18); 20-A M.R.S. § 6359; 10-144 CMR, Chapter 262
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): 20-A M.R.S. § 6359;  10-144 CMR, Chapter 262
AGENCY WEBSITE: www.maine.gov/dps/mcja 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: lincoln.e.ryder@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prev
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 254, Occupational Disease Reporting Rules and Regulations
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P183
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department is proposing to repeal its Occupational Disease Reporting Rules and Regulations (Chapter 254). Public Law 2023, ch. 412 repealed the statute requiring the Department to establish, operate and maintain a statewide occupational disease reporting system. The rule was last amended September 1994 and is now obsolete. Occupational disease reporting may still be required by the Department, as authorized by 22 MRS § 802 and in accordance with 10-144 CMR chapter 258, Control of Notifiable Diseases and Conditions Rule.
PUBLIC HEARING: 30-day comment period - No public hearing scheduled.
COMMENT DEADLINE : Friday, September 11, 2026 5:00 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Andrew Hardy
11 SHS - 286 Water St.; Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Tel: (207) 287-4490
Fax (207) 287-3005
TTY: Call 711 (Maine Relay)
Email: andrew.hardy@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None anticipated.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 MRS § 1491 (Repealed)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:  https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/about/rulemaking 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 418, Solid Waste Management Rules: Beneficial Use of Solid Wastes
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P184
BRIEF SUMMARY: In this rulemaking, the Department intends to update Appendix A of Chapter 418 (“Appendix A”) to reflect the current allowed levels of chemicals in waste to be permitted at beneficial use sites. Appendix A’s screening levels for waste are derived using the standard risk assessment methodology described in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Regional Screening Levels (“RSLs”) for Chemical Contaminants at Superfund Sites (last updated March 13, 2026). Acceptable risk levels were set at one-half the risk standard used by the Department for clean up of sites contaminated with hazardous substances; that is, Appendix A levels are set at the risk standard of this rule. Appendix A screening levels are set at the lowest concentration for all the routes of exposure that most likely will drive the risk at beneficial use sites: incidental ingestion of the secondary material, skin contact with the secondary material, inhalation of the secondary material in dust or vapor, or leaching of contaminants from the secondary material into groundwater and the subsequent ingestion of the groundwater. 
PUBLIC HEARING: September 3, 2026 Augusta Armory, 179 Western Avenue, Augusta, ME
COMMENT DEADLINE: September 14, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Carla Hopkins
17 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
PHONE: (207) 446-4366

EMAIL: carla.j.hopkins@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 38 M.R.S. § 1304(1-D)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 579, Classification Attainment Evaluation Using Biological Criteria for Fresh Surface Waters.
 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P185
BRIEF SUMMARY: The proposed rulemaking would amend existing rule Chapter 579: Classification Attainment Evaluation Using Biological Criteria for Rivers and Streams. The existing rule establishes numeric aquatic life criteria and statistical models for rivers and streams based on the benthic macroinvertebrate community. No changes to those criteria are proposed. The amendment will establish new numeric criteria and statistical models for the following waterbody and biological community types: Benthic macroinvertebrate communities in soft-bottom streams, marshes and shallow lakes and ponds; epilithic algal communities (algae growing on hard surfaces such as rocks and logs) in eroded, mineral-bottom streams and rivers; epiphytic algal communities (algae growing on aquatic plant stems) in soft-bottom streams, marshes and shallow lakes and ponds. The proposed amendment will formalize the Department’s current practice of assessing these waterbody and community types. Assessing both macroinvertebrate and algal communities enhances the potential to identify environmental stressors and better target management strategies to protect and improve water quality for the future.    
PUBLIC HEARING: Thursday, September 3, 2026, 9:00 am at the Augusta Armory, 179 Western Ave, Augusta, ME 04330
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, September 14, 2026, 11:59 pm
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Matthew Hight
17 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
(207) 719-0703

Matt.hight@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE:  38 M.R.S. §§ 341-H; 464-470
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): Same.
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 332, MaineCare Eligibility Manual [Parts 2 and 6; MaineCare Rule #313 – Noncitizen Updates] 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P186
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department proposes routine technical changes to 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 332; MaineCare Eligibility Manual to ensure compliance with Sections 1903(v)(5) and 2107(e)(1)(R) of the Social Security Act (SSA), amended by  § 71109 of the Budget Reconciliation Act of 2025 (P.L. 119-21), effective October 1, 2026. The proposed rule will update Part 2, updating eligibility criteria for some noncitizens in order to align with federal regulations cited above. Part 2, Section 5 will be updated to clarify expectations for reporting of Social Security numbers. Part 2 will also be updated to align with federal changes to 42 C.F.R. § 435.407 concerning documentation requirements for U.S. citizens and U.S. nationals. In addition, the proposed rule changes Part 6, Section I by eliminating “They are automatically eligible for Medicaid unless they refuse to assign their rights to medical payments (see Part 2, Section 6) for medical care or are ineligible due to Medicaid Qualifying Trust rules (see Appendix H).” Further, the proposed rule will make non-substantive changes to correct typographical errors, improve readability and provide clarifying language for readers, participants, and Department staff. The proposed rule changes are intended to ensure consistency with the Sections 1903(v)(5) and 2107(e)(1)(R) of the SSA and P.L. 119-21 § 71109. 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearing is scheduled.
COMMENT DEADLINE Monday, September 14, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 
Written public comments may be submitted via the link at .
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Adam Hooper, MaineCare Program Manager
Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence, 109 Capitol St., Augusta, ME 04333-0011
(207) 441-4916
(207) 287-3455
TTY Users Call 711 (Maine Relay)
Adam.Hooper@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES : This rule will have a fiscal impact to the “free/uncompensated” hospitals and to providers in Maine.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1) and 3173
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Sections 1903(v)(5) and 2107(e)(1)(R) of the Social Security Act (SSA)and P.L. 119-21 § 71109.
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 24, Importation of Live Marine Organisms [Salmonid Fish Health Inspection Regulations] 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P187
BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposed rulemaking removes reference to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) voluntary Infectious Salmon Anemia (ISA) control program and the Animal Plant Health Inspection Service’s “Infectious Salmon Anemia Program Standards” which expired in April 2026. The proposed rulemaking also removes reference to outdated testing methods and replaces them with current standards. Additionally, the proposed rulemaking clarifies testing procedures. 
DETAILED SUMMARY:
This proposed rulemaking removes reference to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) voluntary Infectious Salmon Anemia (ISA) control program and the Animal Plant Health Inspection Service’s “Infection Salmon Anemia Program Standards” which expired in April 2026. Additionally, the proposed rulemaking removes reference to outdated testing methods and replaces them with current standards. 

This proposed rulemaking also clarifies testing procedures and the action plan in the case of a detection of HPR-deleted ISAV in the coastal waters of Maine. Infectious salmon anemia virus (ISAV) is an aquatic virus with a very narrow host range that is only known to cause disease in Atlantic salmon. ISAV has two different variant types: one that is comprised of variants that possess various genetic deletions in Highly Polymorphic Regions (HPR-deleted ISAV) of its genome that can result in increased virulence and pathogenicity in Atlantic salmon. The second type has no deletions in its genome and is known as HPR0 ISAV. While both variant types are endemic to Maine, there are two primary genotypes of each, genotype I and genotype II, European and North American respectively. Among the deleted variants of each genotype, there are certain deletions or “markers” of increased virulence that have greater potential for causing disease.  

When HPR-deleted ISAV is detected at a salmon farm with signs of clinical disease and evidence of prevalence, the use of a mandatory de-population order is an essential tool for protecting Maine’s resources. As pathogens listed as “Exotic” allow the Commissioner of DMR to mandate de-population whereas the same cannot be required by the Commissioner for pathogens listed as Endemic/Limited Distribution in rule, it is important to keep the Exotic listing even though ISAV is generally considered endemic to Maine. However, as much has been learned about the deleted forms of ISAV, the detection of a deleted variant of ISAV should never automatically trigger a de-population order and the initial response should be more similar to that of an Endemic/Limited Distribution pathogen, but with the preserved ability to allow for a depopulation mandate should the farmer have failed to self-initiate such a process and when recommendations of the Aquatic Animal Health Technical Committee call for such action.
PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday, September 1, 2026, 5:00 p.m. at DMR’s Augusta office (Marquardt Building, 32 Blossom Lane, rm 118) and remotely via Microsoft Teams
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, September 11, 2026, 5:00 p.m. 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Name: Aurora Burgess
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333	
Telephone Number: 207-592-0295
Fax Number: 207-624-6024
TTY Number: 877-243-2823, TTY 711
Email Address: DMR.rulemaking@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None. 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 M.R.S. 6071
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Same. 
AGENCY WEBSITE: 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 34, Groundfish Regulations [Whiting/Silver Hake (Merluccius bilinearis) Commercial Effort Restrictions]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P188
BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposed rulemaking seeks to modify the coastal waters gear restrictions to align with federal regulations (50 CFR §648.80(a)(16)). This proposed rulemaking clarifies grate raised footrope trawl (GRFT) net measurements. It also removes the requirement for a Department of Marine Resources gear inspection and the need to obtain a whiting endorsement prior to participating in the fishery.
PUBLIC HEARING: None. 
COMMENT DEADLINE:  ​Sunday, September 13, 2026 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Name: Aurora Burgess
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333 
Telephone Number: 207-592-0295 
Fax Number: 207-624-6024 
TTY Number: 877-243-2823, TTY 711 
Email Address: DMR.rulemaking@maine.gov  
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 M.R.S. §6171
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Same.
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dmr/rules-enforcement/regulations-rules 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: DMR.rulemaking@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 94, Sanitary Control of Molluscan Shellfish [Shellfish Sanitation Certificates]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P189
BRIEF SUMMARY: The proposed rulemaking clarifies what activities may be authorized under shellfish sanitation certificates and aligns the rule with the National Shellfish Sanitation Program Model Ordinance and 12 M.R.S. §6856 and defines the term “certified dealer”. 
PUBLIC HEARING: None. 
COMMENT DEADLINE: Sunday, September 13, 2026 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Name: Aurora Burgess 
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333 
Telephone Number: 207-592-0295 
Fax Number: 207-624-6024 
TTY Number: 877-243-2823, TTY 711 
Email Address: DMR.rulemaking@maine.gov  
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 M.R.S. §6856
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Same.
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dmr/rules-enforcement/regulations-rules 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: DMR.rulemaking@maine.gov 
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Public Utilities Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 65-407 C.M.R. Ch. 206, Standards for Designating and Certifying Eligible Telecommunications Carriers Qualified to Receive Federal Universal Service Fund Support   
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-182

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Public Utilities Commission repeals and replaces chapter 206. On March 25, 2024, the Governor signed P.L. 2023, ch. 568 (the ETC Act), which amended 35-A M.R.S. § 7104 to add subsection 10 to reinforce the Commission’s authority to designate providers or resellers of commercial mobile radio service as eligible telecommunications carriers for purposes of receiving federal universal service support and offering services supported by universal support mechanisms pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1) and 214(e)(2). Following the enactment of the ETC Act, the Commission received an influx of Lifeline-only ETC certification applications. The adopted rule allows the Commission to certify Lifeline-only ETCs.  The rule will allow the Public Utilities Commission to certify Lifeline-only Eligible Telecommunications Carriers and provide the Commission with tools and processes to monitor and regulate such carriers.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, August 11, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Pam Kowalchuk
Agency Name: Public Utilities Commission	
Mailing Address: 18 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-287-3831
Email Address: pamela.kowalchuk@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Maine Health Data Organization
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 90-590 C.M.R. Ch. 300, Uniform Reporting System for Financial Data from Parent Entities, Health Care Facilities, and Health Care Provider Entities 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-185

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The amendments to the rule add several types of health care facilities to those subject to the reporting requirements in Chapter 300 which currently covers Hospitals and Parent Entities.  Entities which will now be reporting financial data include Ambulatory Surgical Facilities, Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics, Federally Qualified Health Centers, Rural Health Centers, Urgent Care Facilities, and Health Care Provider entities. There is a new section that requires health care facilities to complete a template annually, reporting total patients covered under each identified payor/non-payor category, including charity care and net patient service revenue by identified payor category; and a new requirement that Hospitals file a copy of their IRS Form 990 with the MHDO.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, August 16, 2026


AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Debra J. Dodge
Agency Name: Maine Health Data Organization
Mailing Address: 102 State House Station, 151 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-287-6722
Email Address:  
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